
The exhibition examines corporeality and 

control, borders and border crossings 

conceptualized in the works of 10 

contemporary Finnish photographers and video 

artists.

Much of contemporary life is globally about 

movement and migration. Countless bodies, 

and objects alike, constantly cross various 

borders. Some of these borders are like 

lines on water, crossed almost unnoticed, 

while others are tightly guarded and 

extremely difficult to pass. Borders both 

bring cultures together and separate them 

from each other. The human body itself may 

also be thought of as an area surrounded 

by a border–even though a permeable one–

formed by the skin and bodily outlines. 

These outlines are also subjected to “border 

control” in terms of norms and ideals. The 

aim of the exhibition curators Leena-Maija 

Rossi and Kari Soinio has been to find both 

cultural interfaces and eye-opening cultural 

differences in terms of thinking about 

borders and thinking about the body.

All 10 artists in Bodies, Borders, Crossings; 

Jaakko Heikkilä, Raakel Kuukka, Riikka 

Kuoppala, Elena Näsänen, Marja Pirilä, Minna 

Rainio and Mark Roberts, Hannele Rantala, 

Catarina Ryöppy, and Minna Suoniemi, use 

lens-based media in their work. All of them 

either are, or have been, based in Finland, 

but have also either worked or exhibited 

their work abroad. The artists approach 

the theme from various perspectives. 

Some investigate the meaning of rules and 

individuality in terms of social control, 

some problematize whiteness as a given, and 

as an “invisible” raciality in the North 

and some interrogate the notion of “free” 

globalized movement of gendered bodies, and 

scrutinize the forced moving around, even 

trafficking of human beings. 

The exhibition aims to contribute to 

the contemporary debate concerning the 

simultaneous disappearance of some borders 

and enforcement and policing of others. 

These bodies, borders and crossings have 

at least momentarily or fleetingly been 

there, in front of the camera–no matter how 

constructed, performed or re-created the 

situations of filming or photographing have 

been.

Bodies, Borders Crossings is organized by the 

Finnish Cultural Institute in New York. Of 

the two curators Leena-Maija Rossi currently 
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works as Professor of Gender Studies at the 

University of Helsinki, Finland. She has 

curated and co-curated several exhibitions, 

including (Un)Naturally for Kiasma Museum of 

Contemporary Art, Helsinki. Kari Soinio is an 

artist and a photographer. He has been one 

of the organizers of the annual Art Fair of 

the Union of Artist Photographers in Finland 

and the Artists’ Association MUU, and he is 

also Co-curator for The Helsinki Photography 

Festival HPF12. 

After the initial show in New York, the 

exhibition will tour in North America, 

France, and Finland. The tour is organized in 

collaboration with Institut Finlandais, Paris, 

France, and supported by Alfred Kordelin 

Foundation, the Finnish Cultural Foundation, 

Kone Foundation, and David and Nancy Speer 

Professorship in Finnish Studies, University 

of Minnesota.

The exhibition venue is located on the former 

military base of Governors Island, in the 

heart of New York Harbor. The exhibition is 

part of the island’s visual arts season 2011.

The exhibition will be shown at:

Building 110, lower level

Governors Island

New York

June 24 – July 31, 2011

Fridays 11am – 4pm

Saturdays and Sundays 11am – 6pm

Monday July 4th 11am – 6pm

For directions and ferry schedules, go to:

www.govisland.com
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